The will of God 
“Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good 
pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself:” 
(Ephesians 1:9) 


Aes will of God in times past was hidden in many types and 
shadows, but now God has declared to us the “mystery of His 
will.” Let us see what Paul is speaking of by asking a few questions 
concerning the will of God: 


What is the object of the will of God? 


The will of God has one purpose, and that is for His own Glory. The 
scripture says in Proverbs 16:4, “The LORD hath made all things for 
Himself...” So we see that He has willed that all things for His own 
glory. All things in nature, providence, and grace are willed by God for 
His own glory. Even the evil works of men are ordained by God, but 
He is not chargeable of them. God allows or suffers men to do what 
they want to do by nature; which is to sin. Yet men are not as evil as 
they can be because of the restraining hand of God (Genesis 50:20; 
Acts 4:27-28; Psalm 76:10). 


What is the nature of the will of God? 


God’s will is—Eternal and Immutable. That is the will was from all 
eternity, and therefore it cannot be changed or thwarted (Psalms 115:3; 
Acts 15:18; Malachi 3:6). 


God’s will is—Powerful / Effectual. When we will something, we are 
bound by the limit of time and circumstance, but God’s will shall always 
come to pass because He has all power to accomplish it (1 Sam 14:24-27). 


God’s will is— Sovereign. The will of God was not conceived based on 
anyone, or any action of the creature, but by God’s own Sovereign 
Free Will (Ephesians 1:9; Daniel 4:35). 


What is the manifestation of God’s will? 


The mysterious will of God that was hidden in types and shadows is 
now manifest in His Sovereign Election. God chose some of Adam’s 
fallen race to manifest His Sovereign Mercy to unworthy 
objects (Ephesians 1:4; Exodus 33:18-19). His glory is manifest in the 
redemption of those elect by Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:5-7). The glory 
of God’s will is manifest in the gathering of those elect by the Holy 
Spirit (Ephesians 1:10-12; Isaiah 43:6). Therefore if God has elected us, 
redeemed us, and called us to life and faith in Christ, is there anything 
that will separate us from His love? Praise God, nothing shall keep us 
from Him (Romans 8:33-39; Isaiah 14:2). [AMEN!] — Fred Evans 
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WHAT is it to trust the Lord? It is to “Acknowledge Him in all thy ways” 
[Proverbs 3:6]. Acknowledge God as He has revealed Himself in His word 
by faith. In Faith Acknowledge the truth that “Salvation is of the Lord” 
(Jonah 2:9). Acknowledge His deity and Sovereignty (Isaiah 46:9-10). 
Acknowledge His gospel of sovereign election by grace and the perfect 
redemption of Jesus Christ by His blood (Romans 9:11-13; Hebrews 10:14). 
Acknowledge His Holy Spirit who has quickened us and keeps us trusting in 
Jesus Christ until He comes again and receives us unto Himself (John 3:8; 1 
Peter 1:5). — When do you trust the Lord? At all times! How much are [we] 
to trust Him? With ALL THINE heart! What is it to trust Him? It is to believe 
on Jesus Christ alone as all our hope and salvation! And this is always the 
result: “... He shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs 5:6). All thy paths, all thy 
ways are in the hands of the Lord who chose you, redeemed you, called you, 
and keeps you. You can never go wrong trusting Christ too much or too 
often! [AMEN!] — Fred Evans 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Sovereign Grace Conference 2023 / Pastor Fred Evans 
Friday, February 24th, 7:30 PM, 
Saturday, February 25th, 11:00 AM, 
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RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 
What Is It To Be In Christ? 
“...be found in Him” (Philippians 3:9) 


VERY believer in Jesus Christ confesses that all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). We know that the righteousness of God comes not 
by our works but by the faith of Jesus Christ. And only those who are in Christ by 
faith have the righteousness of God which was merited by the faith of Christ 
(Romans 3:22; Galatians 2:16; 20). Therefore, as Paul desired to be found in 
Christ, even so, does every believer have the same desire. For to be in Christ is to 
be as safe as Noah was in the Ark; as safe as the man-slayer was in the city of 
refuge, and as sure as Christ is in God (John 14:20). 
To be in Christ is the closest possible union we can have to God and is the only 
source of communion with God. To be in Christ is to be accepted by God, 
justified by God, and sanctified by the Spirit of God. Therefore we, like Paul, 
desire to have nothing but Jesus Christ to be our all (1 Corinthians 1:30)! 
Let us who in Christ rejoice, for in Him we are safe, happy, and sure to receive all 
the promises of God; “For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in 
Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2 Corinthians 1:20). 
We are persuaded that Christ is all our life and peace with God. For Christ alone 
has accomplished our redemption and brought in everlasting righteousness 
(Daniel 9:24). 
Are you in Christ? Is this your desire to be found only in Him? If death comes to 
you, will it find you in Christ? If the justice of God finds you, will it find you in 
Christ? In Christ, there is no death. In Christ there is no condemnation. In Christ, 
there is no threatening or wrath of God but only forgiveness, pardon, peace, and 
love (John 11:25; Romans 8:1; Isaiah 53:11; Psalm 103:1-4)! 
I know it is all my daily desire and prayer to be “found in [Christ] not having my own 
righteousness, but that which is by the faith of Christ.” [AMEN!] — Fred Evans 


‘*,..our Lord hears our prayers...” 
“He heareth the prayer of the righteous” (Proverbs 15:29) 


B ELIEVER our Lord hears our prayers [Proverbs 15:29]. For if God has given 
us His own Son, how shall He not freely give us all things that are good for 
us and glorify His Holy Name? [Romans 8:31-32] 

Let us then set our affection on Jesus Christ our Lord who first loved us. Let us 
trust in His word and faithfulness rather than in what we see or feel. This fleshly 
nature of sin still resides in us and our heart of flesh is deceitful and wicked. 
Therefore we should not trust it nor should we hear its cries of unbelief and fear. 
Trust in the Lord for He has set His word above His name and all His glory rest 
upon Him performing it [Numbers 23:19]. 

Why should we ever doubt our Great and Loving Lord? I confess that I cannot tell 
how God will work all things together for my good. I am not called to explain the 
providence of God but just to believe God no matter the providence [Proverbs 
3:5-6]. [AMEN!] — Fred Evans 


